Chapter XIX
THE  MIGRANTS IN AUSTRALIA

A

CATHOLIC bishop in Western Australia commented
to me on the persecution of the Catholic Church in
Germany. He said it was an ill wind that brought nobody
any good, since so many Catholic priests and nuns were
leaving Germany who were badly needed in Australia.
He pointed out that had it not been for the English in-
tolerance of Catholicism in Ireland during the eighteenth
and the first half of the nineteenth century, there would
not have been anything like as many Catholics in the
British Dominions as there are to-day, for vast numbers
of Irish Catholics and their priests migrated or were
deported to Canada, Australia and New Zealand,
Under their auspices the Catholic Church has grown
and flourished in these Dominions, but in recent years
the flow of priests from Ireland has begun to dry up, and
in one Australian bishopric there are only six priests. The
Church has found it in recent years very difficult to carry
on and considers it a great relief that there are so many
priests coming from Germany.
The present Catholic population of Australia is about
one million and a half, or one-fifth of the whole popula-
tion. Its influence, however, is not as great as might be
expected since it is a very scattered population, concen-
trated in no one area, which has never seemed to take the